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1. The governors and staff of Priory School are committed to providing a fully 
accessible environment which values and includes all pupils, staff, parents 
and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, 
spiritual, emotional or cultural needs. 

 
2. The staff, governors and pupils are committed to the safeguarding and 

welfare of pupils and staff. 
 

3. To meet the needs of our school community all our policies, including this 
one, can be made available in different formats such as different font sizes 
or styles, colour or alternative languages. 

 
4. The governing body understands that it has responsibility for ensuring the 

effective oversight of this policy and will assess, evaluate and review as 
necessary. 

 

 

EYFS CURRICULUM AND PLANNING POLICY 
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EYFS curriculum  

 

The curriculum for Early Years reflects the learning aims and objectives set out 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. There are seven areas of 
learning and development that must shape educational provision in all early 
years’ settings. Our children’s learning experiences enable them to develop 
competency and skill across these areas of learning. They require a balance of 
adult led and child initiated activities in order for children to develop effectively 
and to give them the best chance of obtaining a good level of development at 
the end of their Reception Year. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity 
to learn, form relationships and thrive.   

  

The three Prime areas are:  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development   

 Communication and Language   

 Physical Development   

  

Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three 
prime areas are strengthened and applied.   

  

The four Specific Areas are:   

 Literacy   

 Mathematics   

 Understanding the world   

 Expressive arts and design 

 

Learning Journeys 

Priory Poppets ensures that all children attending the setting have a personal 
Learning Journey through the app Tapestry, which records photos, 
observations and children’s work, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum (EYFS). This is to build up a record of each child’s achievements 
during their time within the setting and will also highlight children’s progress 
through the different age bands of the EYFS. Please refer to the Tapestry 
Policy.  
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Planning  

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum provides the basis for our 
planning.  We believe many children need to be given a starting point to learn 
new things and therefore use topics as a great way to fire the imagination. Our 
topics vary every half term for all classes. 

The curriculum Overview (long term planning) is partly based upon set topics 
and integrates learning experiences including French, music, PE, forest school 
and ICT. The topics are flexible and also cover special events that are 
celebrated throughout the year. Key skills that will be focused on throughout 
the year under each topic are also included within the planning, with the 
flexibility that this could change based upon the age and development of each 
individual child. Annual trips also take place to extend children’s learning 
outside of the classroom. Speech is also integrated in Reception, and 
swimming takes place for our Nursery and Reception classes. 

Staff also plan in more detail on a weekly basis using daily notes, observations 
and interactions with children to inform where the learning journey should 
move to, and assess this daily based upon their observations. The weekly 
planning incorporates different topics that have been identified as vehicles of 
interest to the children which helps enable staff to deliver children’s next steps 
in learning. Using the VIP system, this enables staff to plan both adult and child 
led learning experiences based upon their key children’s next steps and 
learning outcomes for all children. 

Through regular and on-going observation, staff will continue to provide 
opportunities to facilitate and extend children’s learning.  Staff in Poppets and 
Nursery have weekly planning meetings to discuss each child and the ways we 
will adapt provision to address their learning and any needs identified. 
Teachers in Reception have daily planning conversations with the teaching 
assistants to discuss how provision will be adapted. In these meetings, staff 
reflect and evaluate their planning which helps facilitate planning for the 
following week; incorporating the learning topic, current interests of the children 
and their next steps. Differentiation is highlighted clearly on our planning.  
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Observations 

.  

 Observations can be supported by photos, videos and artwork 

 Children are referred to by their first name in all observations 

 All observations completed by non-teaching staff will be checked by 
management before being submitted onto each child’s journal 
(management’s discretion) 

 In Priory Poppets, we encourage a minimum of 6 observations each 
month to be completed on each child, ensuring these observations are 
of quality.  

 Observations are used as a basis for planning. Using the VIP system, 
staff identify and integrate children’s interests and next steps into weekly 
planning based on their observations.  

 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning   

  

Priory School ensures that the environment and delivery of the curriculum 
incorporates the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:   

Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and 
experience things, and ‘have a go’.   
Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep 
on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.   

Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have 
and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop 
strategies for doing things. 

 

 

Assessments, Progress summaries and Tracking  

 Baseline assessment are completed in the first 2-3 weeks of a child 
starting the setting.  

 At the end of each term, a progress review is completed for each child 
by their key worker. The staff member will identify whether they have a 
concern/ or no concern in each area of learning. This information is then 
converted for management and staff members to discuss how to 
support that child further.  

 A ‘Look what I can do’ booklet is allocated to every pupil who starts in 
Priory Poppets which moves with them through each room. The content 
in this booklet gives an overview of the key skills a child should be 
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showcasing within the following age bands; 0-2 years, 2-3 years, 3-4 
years and 4-5 years. This is reviewed every term on an ongoing basis. 

 In Reception, children’s progress is reviewed every half term using 
Target Tracker. 

 Two-year progress checks are completed for every child when they are 
between aged 2 and 3 years focusing on a child’s prime areas of 
development. It is a statutory requirement for the provider to share the 2 
year progress check with the child’s parents/carers. We also encourage 
parents to share this with their child’s health visitor.  

 The second assessment takes place towards the end of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage when children are in the final term of the reception 
class. This sums up the different information from on-going 
assessments that have been made about the child. This information is 
added to a record of children’s achievement which is related to the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP), showing the levels different 
children have achieved in the 17 areas of learning.  

 

Reviewed and updated by M Gilbert-Silver 

 


