7 September 2010
Dear Senior School Parents
Welcome to the new school year!

You will have received the Yearbook, which celebrates the main events of the proceeding academic year and the calendar for the forthcoming academic year via your son or daughter. The Yearbook is a lovely reminder of many of the events that took place last academic year, which I am sure will give many cherished memories. The Priory School Year Book has been supported with generous advertising revenue from our suppliers and supporters and I would like to thank all those sponsors of this excellent Year Book.

The calendar includes the main events that take place each month such as Parents’ Evenings, field trips and visits as well as special performances such as school plays and musical occasions. This calendar has been produced in a user friendly format so that you can add your own reminders and important future events to it. Please do display the calendar somewhere prominent in your home.

There is a live version of this calendar on the school’s website at www.prioryschool.net. This calendar is updated several times a week and I would urge you to consult it regularly for detailed information about sports fixtures and other events that will be added to our rich and varied calendar. To access the calendar on the website click on ‘Priory Life’ from the home page and choose ‘Events Calendar’. Parents will be pleased to know that there is a whole range of information and policies on our website. The information includes our Mission Statement and supplementary information for our Prep and Senior parents. The policies on our website include: Child Protection, Recruitment of Staff, Admissions, Scholarships, Supported Places and Bursaries, Health and Safety on Educational Trips Guidance, Curriculum, Additional Educational Needs, English as an Additional Language, Anti-Bullying, Behaviour, Permanent Exclusions, Suspension and Exclusion, Equal Opportunities and Complaints.
A number of new facility developments have taken place over the summer to improve our already very attractive campus: 
· This summer we have undertaken a rewire of the Senior School. We have also installed movement lighting on main corridors to enhance our concern for the environment. 
· Our maintenance team has been involved in making internal improvements and also repainting a large number of rooms.

· When the weather permitted, work continued on rebuilding the Sports Pavilion. This project is being supported by the Friends of Priory School and will be opened in late September.

· The Senior library has been relocated to a very impressive paneled room on the ground floor. As well as a good collection of books and research facilities, 20 laptops are available for pupils to use in the Library.

· The Senior staff room is now adjacent to the Student Peer Mentoring room, allowing greater interaction between teachers and pupils.  

· The first aid room has been relocated to the ground floor near the Finance Department 
· A new staff work room with computer facilities is now available for the preparation of resources for teaching.

· An additional computer room with 20 new computers has been created on the first floor adjacent to the specialist Mathematics rooms. This room will allow our students to complete controlled coursework assignments for GCSE and other examinations.

· We have commissioned a new server for our administrative system and upgraded to Office 2007. 

Once again, I am asking for your co-operation and consideration for other members of the ‘Priory Family’ in respect of our car park and drop-off area at the front of the school.

Please be mindful of others by refraining from double parking and by not blocking the driveway. This causes problems for other cars entering the site as there are occasions when tailbacks occur into the road. This in turn causes danger for you, and for the traffic approaching from Church Road, as they tend to drive quickly around a blind corner towards the entrance.

You will be aware that there are limited spaces in our car park. Accordingly I strongly request that only parents who escort their young children into school use the car park. The marked drop-off bays are for parents with babies and toddlers. As always, your child’s safety is paramount. We would therefore urge you to always hold your younger children’s hands as you make your way through the car park. Please be aware that drivers backing out of a parking space may not see small children in their mirrors and so parents must be fully in control of their children at all times.

Parents with older children should drop their children off across the road opposite the school entrance, and the pupils must cross under the supervision of the Crossing Warden who is present both before and after school. Pupils must then use the designated walkway into school. 

If you need to enter the car park, please drive past the designated spaces if they are full and use the visitors’ spaces at the front of the school. In consideration for other parents, may I ask that the time taken to drop off children is kept to a minimum.

Please note that the school accepts no responsibility for any traffic violation or fine that a parent might incur outside the school premises.

I would like to remind you that we run a Homework Club for Senior pupils, each evening Monday to Thursday from 3.50pm until 5.00pm. This is located in the new Senior Library and will be charged at £5.50 per day. Homework Club started on the first day of term. If your son or daughter would like to attend, they should go to the Senior Library immediately at the end of school to register their name.
I look forward to a positive year ahead and to working closely with all parents in establishing the vital link between home and school.

Yours sincerely

Mr J Cramb

Headmaster
