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In line with the values of our mission statement and our aims we enable each child to achieve optimum academic success through excellent standards of teaching and learning tailored to the needs of each individual child.  We give every opportunity to discover their talents and to celebrate their successes in all areas of the curriculum.  We encourage the spiritual and moral development of each child in the context of a Catholic School.
Priory School

Curriculum Policy 
Introductory Statement

The curriculum is constantly being reviewed and updated in response to valued developments in the educational world, needs of our pupils and changes within the School. This document sets out the curricular aims and current practice employed to achieve these.
Knowing all pupils to be individuals of equal value, we believe in equality of access to different curriculum areas, as far as is reasonably practicable. We offer a wide variety of experiences and ways of developing talent and pursuing excellence. We endeavour always to promote positive values and to support young children.  We work in close partnership with our parents to enhance the children’s learning.

The broad and balanced curriculum we use permits pupils to experience and practise/develop a wide range of knowledge, skills, attitudes, concepts and understanding. All pupils will have a comprehensive education that will allow them to develop personal strengths and talents as well as meet National Curriculum requirements. The curriculum supports the learning of Mathematics and English, the Sciences, Religious Education, Modern Foreign Languages, Design Technology, ICT, Humanities, Art and Physical Education, as well as PSHE & Citizenship. 

Aims
· Priory is committed to providing pupils with a curriculum that is broad, challenging and differentiated to suit the needs of the pupils.

· All pupils should have equal access to curriculum regardless of gender, ethnic origin or special educational needs.

· We aim to create a rich and stimulating environment where the pupils feel confident, have a love of learning and aim to achieve high standards.

· All areas of the curriculum are valued and we aim to offer a balanced and stimulating variety; including academic subjects, the arts, music, practical activities and physical education.

· We aim to provide pupils with a curriculum for the 21st century, where we endeavour to foster independent learners who are confident in the use of new technology, have the skills to access knowledge and develop their practical and problem solving skills. We encourage pupils to discuss, reflect and evaluate their learning experiences.

· Strengthen the transition from Foundation Stage to Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 and ensure progression in teaching and learning across to Key Stage 3.

· Promote approaches to teaching and learning that engage and motivate pupils and demand their active participation.

· Strengthen teaching and learning through appropriate professional development and practical support.

· Meet the needs of all learners.

· Be enhanced by the many experiences outside the “formal curriculum”.

· Enable the pupils to acquire understanding, knowledge and transferable skills that will help them in their life in a rapidly changing world.

· Develop personal skills and values, respect, tolerance and a sense of the spiritual.
Subjects and Time Allocation

A single academic lesson is 30 minutes in total except in KS2 due to the introduction of ERIC time the first two lessons are 25 minutes long.. The extra-curricular lessons vary in length from 45 minutes to a maximum of 1 hour. 
Kindergarten 1, 2 and Reception follow the Foundation Stage Profile
Key Stage 1

The National Curriculum

The National Curriculum provides a broad guide for the Pre-Prep and Prep School’s curriculum and this is reflected in our schemes of work. However, we are able to select the aspects that we feel are best suited to the needs of our pupils and supplement these with our own ideas and expertise. Presently our pupils in Y6 take Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Tests and pupils in Year 2 take KS1 National Curriculum Tests.
Subjects Offered

Foundation Stage – Kindergarten, Nursery & Reception Classes

Kindergarten, Nursery and Reception Staff work closely together to ensure coverage of the Stepping Stones leading to achieving – and hopefully exceeding – the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception Year.

By careful planning, the six areas of learning 

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
· Communication, Language & Literacy

· Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy
· Creative

· Knowledge & Understanding of the World – (including French lessons with a specialist)

· Physical Education (including swimming in Nursery and Reception)

· Spanish lessons are introduced in Reception

· Speech lessons are introduced in Reception

Are delivered through a series of topics and structured lessons.

Key Stage 1 – Years 1 & 2

All children cover the National Curriculum subjects and in addition have lessons in Modern Foreign Languages (French) and Speech lessons in Year 1 are part of the curriculum entitlement.  Forest School has been introduced this year.

Key Stage 2 – Years 3-6 

The curriculum entitlement includes all national curriculum subjects and also access to tuition in Modern Foreign Languages (French and Spanish).  From Year 4, pupils are taught by subject specialists in the core subjects, Religious Education, Physical Education and Music.  Pupils from Year 4-6 are set according to ability for English and Maths.  The more advanced group are prepared for 11+ exams (LEA and selective independents) Forest school has been introduced this year.

Religious Education / Collective Worship 
 We are a Catholic school, and therefore Religious Education is available. 

We are guided by the Diocese in the content of our RE Syllabus (Learning and growing as people of God). Sex and relationships education is part of the RE Programme.  The consideration of relationships with self, others and God, are taught in accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church.

Pupils are expected to take part in daily collective worship. The school has a programme of collective worship involving whole school masses, class masses, whole school assemblies, class assemblies and class prayers.

See RE Handbook

PSHE 

The PSHE & Citizenship programme follows the LCP scheme of work and is based on QCA guidelines.  We also incorporate the SEAL programme (Social and emotional aspects of learning) The current allocation is 1 lesson period per week.

See PSHE Policy for further clarification

Forest School 
This has been a new initiative and has proved to be extremely popular.  Children develop problem solving and team building skills.  They learn about the outdoor environment and take part in a range of different activities from cooking to mud painting and making collages. 

PE and Games

All pupils are expected to take part in the school’s Physical Education and Games programme. Pupils can only be excused from PE and Games lessons for medical reasons, for which a note from a parent will suffice, or other reasons agreed with the school. We have specialist teaching at Key Stage 2, year 3-6 have experience of 12 different sports activities per year including an increasing competitive programme.
Managing The Curriculum

Subject Coordinators are responsible for

· Maintenance of subject schemes of works and their implementation.

· Continuing discussion on timetable matters.

· Maintaining links throughout the different key stages

· Holding training sessions or seminars to strengthen or develop any of the above areas.

· Financing the curriculum (in conjunction with the Finance Department).

The business of the meetings is disseminated throughout the staff through:

· Publication of the outcomes of their meetings.

· Regular meetings where all relevant matters are discussed with other staff (so that information is passed on and feedback can be passed back). Minutes for these meetings should also be made and copies passed to the Head.
Schemes of work should support teachers in putting school policies into practice. Schemes and their format are discussed in Staff / Subject Meetings and each department should have detailed schemes for each of their subjects. This is the responsibility of the Subject Coordinator. In particular schemes should highlight:

· Coverage of National Curriculum.

· Skills, knowledge and understanding.

· Assessment issues.

· Differentiation.

· Teaching and learning styles.

Differentiation

A variety of differing teaching and learning methods and materials are used in all subjects to suit pupils of different needs. Subject schemes of work will highlight the types of differentiation employed. The SENCO, offers valuable advice on this area.

Homework

Homework is a key element in encouraging pupils to think positively about raising their achievement and the school expects homework to be set as appropriate. The purpose of homework at Priory School is to:

· Encourage pupils to develop skills, confidence and motivation to study effectively on their own.

· Consolidate and reinforce the skills and understanding developed in school.

· Extend school learning, for example through additional reading.

· Develop and sustain the involvement of parents in the management of the pupils’ learning and keeping them informed of what is happening.

· To make use of resources available at home.

Please refer to the Homework Policy for further clarification.
Extra-Curricular Activities

Great value is placed upon pupils participating in extra-curricular activities and all are encouraged to make the most of the opportunities made available to them. The extra-curricular activities aim to develop the pupils’ confidence, skills and interests in a non academic environment such as cultural, sporting and artistic activities. The programme of activities is coordinated by the Deputy Head of  the Preparatory Department. There is a range of activities at lunchtimes and after school hours. 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting Progress
Please refer to Assessment Policy

Special Educational Needs

All pupils have a right to equal access in the curriculum.  However we have a number of pupils who require additional support lessons in order to make the expected academic progress. Some of these pupils have been identified as dyslexic; others simply have gaps in their knowledge, visual difficulties or low confidence and require some extra help. 

The needs of the most able pupils are specifically met through setting in English and Maths and differentiated work set in class (Please see Gifted and Talented Policy for additional information).
The wide variety of extra curricular activities, particularly music, sport and the arts allows pupils the opportunities to excel in many different areas and be educated in a rich and stimulating environment. 

Detailed advice and the appropriate procedures to follow are set down in the Special Needs Policy for statemented and non-statemented pupils.
PSHE

PSHE plays an important part in the development of the pupils as well rounded and happy individuals. Although PSHE lessons are allocated a specific time slot on the timetable in the Prep School, we recognise that PSHE is very much a cross-curricular subject and valued in all areas of school life.  The PSHE & Citizenship programme follows the LCP scheme of work and is based on QCA guidelines.  We also have the SEAL programme (social and emotional, aspects of learning) The current allocation is 1 lesson period per week.

See PSHE Policy for further clarification
Monitoring and Review

The curriculum is constantly being reviewed to take account of  educational initiatives and respond to the future priorities of the school.

This policy will be monitored by the Deputy Head of the Preparatory Department, who will report to the Head on its implementation on a regular basis.
Review Date: Autumn 2010 - AC
Appendix A

	Subjects
	Year 1
	Year 2

	English 
	4 hrs 30 mins
	4 hrs 30 mins

	Mathematics
	4 hrs 15 mins
	4 hrs 30 mins

	Science
	2 hrs
	2 hrs

	ICT
	1hr
	1 hr

	RE
	2 hrs 30 mins
	2 hrs 30 mins

	Geography/

History
	1 hr (½ termly blocks)
	1 hr (½ termly block)

	French
	30 mins
	30 mins

	PE including swimming
	2 hrs
	2 hrs

	Music
	30 mins
	45 mins

	PSHE
	30 mins
	30 mins

	Art/DT
	1 hr
	1 hr

	Singing Songs
	30 mins
	30 mins

	Assemblies
	45 mins
	45 mins

	Collaborative Play 
	1 hr
	1 hr 

	Speech
	30 mins
	

	Total Curriculum Time
	22 ½ hours
	22 ½ hours


* FOREST SCHOOL – 2 hours for one ½ term/year – covers science/art etc

Appendix B

	Subjects
	KS2 (Y3-Y6)

	English 
	4 ½  hrs                              9 Lessons



	Drama
	30 mins                              1 Lesson               

	Mathematics
	5 hrs                                  10 Lessons

	Science
	2 ½ hrs                               5 Lessons

	ICT
	1 hour                                 2 Lessons

	RE
	2 ½ hrs                               5 Lessons

	Geography/

History
	1 ½ hrs                               3 Lessons 

                                          (½ termly blocks)

	Modern Foreign Languages 
	1 hour                                 2 Lessons

	PE 
	2 ½ hrs                                5 Lessons

	Music
	1 hour                                 2 Lessons

	PSHE
	½ hour                                1 Lesson

	Art/DT
	2 hours                               4 Lessons

	Singing Songs
	½ hour                                1 Lesson

	Total Curriculum Time
	25 hrs                                 50 Lessons


* FOREST SCHOOL – 2 hours for one ½ term/year – covers science/art etc










