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Publication:
School website; Parents’ Handbook; School Rules (abridged version)

Policy Aim

1. The Governors and Mrs Brook recognise that young people increasingly communicate with each other by means of interactive websites such as Facebook, Myspace and bebo.com. Many private groups use MSN Messenger. Text-only message boards are used to a lesser extent.

2. Most of these and similar websites are used legitimately but the national press report growing anecdotal evidence of misuse including threats, abuse, bullying, racism, harassment and defamation.

3. There is awareness also that what is placed on these websites is in the public domain and material that pupils write about themselves or others, however genuinely intended, may harm reputations or be regretted later for other reasons.

4. The aims of this policy are therefore to advise and warn parents and pupils of the risks as well as the benefits of their children using these websites and to bring misuse, should it ever occur whether at home or at school, into the School’s pastoral and disciplinary framework.

 Policy Statement

1. The School’s computer systems must not be used to establish web pages on interactive networking websites or other websites of a kind described above. Disciplinary action would be taken against anyone who breaks this rule.

2. The Governors’ policy is that complaints, gossip or rumour about the School or a member of the school community will be investigated. Where they relate to the use of websites the School reserves the right to use inspection software to view web pages. This right will only be exercised when considered by Mrs Brook to be necessary and reasonable in the interests of welfare, and in each case a decision to view web pages will be balanced against the pupil’s right to respect for private and family life.

3. Pupils will be held personally responsible for all material they have placed on a website and for all material that appears on a website of which they are the host or account holder. Material of a threatening, abusive, bullying, racist, harassing or defamatory nature, whether placed during or outside school time (including the holidays) will be treated as a serious breach of school discipline.

4. A pupil must not expect to keep her place in the School if she is responsible (in the sense explained above) for material on her own or another website that is in breach of the terms and spirit of this policy or would be a breach of our School Rules in any other context.

5. Pupils should regard it as their responsibility to report all misuse of networking websites of which they become aware. This may be done on a “no-names” basis provided sufficient information is given to enable the School to take action.

Authorised by the Governors
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____________________________

Chairman




Head
Date: ________________

This policy was drafted by Robert Boyd of Veale Wasborough, Solicitors, Bristol for the use of schools whose Heads are members of the Girls’ Schools Association. Veale Wasborough recommend that the template is adapted as appropriate for each individual school and that the policy is then – 

     1. Published in the Policies Section of the School’s website.

     2. Drawn to parents’ attention in a newsletter.

     3. Discussed and reviewed at staff meetings.

     4. Discussed at School/House assembly and in PSHE classes and promoted regularly at other times.

     5. Summarised in the School Rules/Student Code of Conduct.

The policy should be reviwed regularly to take account of the constantly changing form and nature of interactive networking websites.

